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e k p | These folk are animal lovers, and 





There’s a lot going on in Duncan! 


I spent a week on a farm in the 
Cowichan Valley in August, looking 
after several rescued and feral cats. 


generous farmers. I was encouraged 
to help myself to their fresh organic 
and veganic kale, tomatoes, peppers, basil, potatoes, 
broccoli, blackberries, and strawberries. They also 
introduced me to Chuck McCandless, who works with 
the street community in Duncan. 


Chuck is a folk musician with the McCandless Family 
Band, and he’s also an outreach worker employed by the 
Canada Mental Health Association (CMHA), a 
not-for-profit organization with a strong presence in 
Duncan. They fund the U-Fix it BikeWorks and Youth 
Art Studio and also the Warmland House and Outreach 
Shelter. 


I didn’t actually visit the shelter, but Chuck said it’s 
similar to Victoria’s Our Place drop in space. The 
difference is that Our Place doesn’t have shelter beds (Warmland 
has 30), and the Our Place housing units don’t have kitchens 
(Warmland has 24 units, with kitchens). Chuck agreed that kitchens 
are important to help people establish an independent lifestyle that 
isn’t reliant on soup kitchens. Both Our Place and Warmland offer 
a drop in space where alternative/complimentary health practitio- 
ners can offer their services. I know people who’ve seen 
chiropractors and acupuncturists at Our Place, or had a reflexology 
session for their aching feet. Canada’s Universal Health Care Plan 
doesn’t include much coverage - 

for that sort of (non-prescrip- 
tion) health maintenance, 
thankfully there are healers 
vvilling to occasionally offer 
those services to our street 
family. 


During my conversation vvith 
Chuck I learned about other 
generous folk in and around 
Duncan. The Covvichan Green 
Community has recently raised 
enough money to buy the 
Phoenix Hotel. They’re into 
food security, and they' ve 
renovated approximately 25 
units (vvith kitchens) as 
independent housing units. 
The Craig Street Brew Pub 
offers food for various 
fundraising events. There’s a 
permanent Free-Store at 
Providence Farm, and a 
temporary one that’s 
occasionally set up on the 
boulevard near the old train 
station in town. There are 
scheduled servings of cooked food, though interestingly there is no 
Food Not Bombs presence in Duncan. First Nations have held onto 
a lot of land that borders the town, including the large strip mall 
south of Trunk Road, and on the other side of the river is a friendly 
place to pitch a tent, free from the Duncan bylaws that prohibit that 
sort of independent survivalism. 


Chuck works directly with the street community, and he also attends 
a lot of meetings. We talked about policing and bylaws, Chuck said 
the Social Planning Society is looking to challenge unfair bylaws 
and promote affordable housing options. He understands the 
conundrum associated with being employed to offer temporary 
solutions, while also attempting to eliminate poverty at the source. 
“So much of what we do is maintain,” Chuck said, “I don’t know 
how we can get past that.” 


We talked about the power of getting street-involved people to some 
of those meetings, so they can have direct input into projects and 
solutions. Duncan offers a lot of support from various quarters, 
Chuck helps a lot of individuals, but he envies Victoria’s grassroots 
Committee to End Homelessness Victoria (CTEHV). It’s not easy 
getting representatives directly from the street committee involved 
in meetings, but it can be done! With any luck the CTEHV’s first 
film — Taking the Fall and Rising — will be soon shown in Duncan 
and perhaps that will energize their grassroots. Chuck agrees that 
education is a fundamental part of achieving systemic change and 
eliminating poverty, addiction, and homelessness rather than 
“managing” it, and education can go both directions — from the 
meeting rooms to the streets, and vice versa. 








Duncan will be hosting Homelessness Action Week with a Day of 
Direct Services on October 16th. All are welcome, it could be a 
great opportunity to share ideas and solutions between our 
communities. 


After our meeting Chuck offered to take me to Duncan’s little 
Greyhound bus station. On the way to his car he introduced me to 
one of the local buskers. At the station he stopped to talk with a 
fellow named Dave. This happened throughout our meeting, too. 
He’d wave to someone out the window, or people would walk over 
to our table to chat with him. As I was waiting for the bus, after a 
i few minutes, Chuck drove back around. I thought I’d 
forgotten something in his van, but he had returned to 
bring Dave a newish pair of shoes. I think Duncan’s 
Hi streets would definitely be less friendly without Chuck 
around! 


Another local hero in the region is Tony Hoar, famous 
for his innovative bike trailers. Over the years Tony has 
donated lots of trailers to the street community to help 

| with their binning work. He even designed and 
invented one that carries bins in the daytime and folds 
out into a platform with a tent for nighttime indepen- 
dence. He’s helped establish a community trailer 
program in Duncan, for folks who are happy to share. 


I’ve known Tony for many years, but this was the first 
time I'd visited his workshop. It wasn’t something I 
could have imagined. In my mind, Tony’s workshop 
was a garage with a lot of tools in it. I had no idea the 
extent of it. There’s the bike shed, the trailer shed, the 
U drafting room and office. Then there’s the room where 
the welding happens, the room where all the recycled 
parts are refurbished so they can be used again. There 
are cutting machines and boxes and cupboards and 
drawers full of all kinds of tools and equipment and 
gear. 


Tony’s 81, and he works most nights until midnight. 
His international clients order, through his website 
(TonysTrailers.com), custom designed bike trailers to haul kayaks, 
ladders and tools, dogs, even wheelchairs. He’s designed single or 
dual wheel grocery haulers, he’s converted old shopping carts (that 
are donated to him from Thrifty’s and the Country Grocer) into 
trailers for binners. And Tony’s got a vision that he hopes will be 
realized within his lifetime. It’s a simple, pragmatic vision that will 
help ease the climate crisis, provide dignified work, and offer an 
opportunity for street associated or young inventors to put their 
energy and creative talents to good use. Tony would like to see 
something similar to BikeWorks (a public ally funded central hub 
with tools and equipment available to people for bike repairs and 





maintenance, vvith vvorkshops 
teaching bike trailer conversion and 
construction) in every city. Tony 
referred me to Portland’s Centre for 
Appropriate Transportation as an 
example, they offer youth programs, 
community classes, and apprentice- 
ships for constructing Human 
Povvered Machines. 


We are facing another cold and wet 
Canadian winter. The ongoing crisis 
of income inequality, poverty, and the 
violence of homelessness will 
obviously not be resolved through 
capitalist means. It is the dominant 
culture, with its constant quest for and 
insistence on profits at any cost, that 
creates and maintains poverty. We 
need innovative ideas and projects, 
some radically different ways of 
thinking and being to solve the many 
health and environmental and social 
crises we face, and to help our 
brothers and sisters survive with as little pain and suffering as possible. In Duncan Tony and 
Chuck (and others) are doing what they can to help individuals, and also to influence big changes 
in policies and perceptions. There are good people in Victoria, too. Let’s support them! 


I thought a lot about food security while I was at the cat rescue farm, I saw how a small piece of 
land can produce huge amounts of food using organic and veganic methods and water-conserving 
drip irrigation. I also witnessed the neighbouring hay field and the enormous amounts of land and 
water it occupied. PII give the last word to Farmer Stevie, to explain what’s going on there: 


“I see that goofy logo emblazoned on tanker trucks rolling past 
our farm every other day and am reminded of the myriad harms 
done so close to home here. For starters, none of those cows, 
trapped in their stifling quarters, feel the ‘happy-go-lucky’ way 
that image is craftily intended to <miss>convey. 


Moreover, our entire neighborhood pays the price for their 
concentration-camp conditions: Across from us are 40+ acres of 
hay and GMO corn grown exclusively for feeding these miserable 
animals. Between cuts of hay, vast quantities of their manure/ 
urine mix are sprayed upon these fields (they have to dump it somewhere I suppose). Those days 
are putrid around here, one of the few foils to our paradise and a grim reminder of how far 
humanity has yet to go to remedy its own wrongs. Even worse though is the likely impact on our 
aquifers. Those with wells downhill towards the Koksilah complain of a highly sulfurous taste and 
smell to their water, something that has only arisen in the past few years, undoubtedly related to 
the liberal application of these dairy farm wastes on adjacent fields. 





During the summer, the wells drilled under the hay/corn fields themselves constantly spray water 
(foolishly, in the heat of the day, no less) through some highly-elaborate irrigation systems at rates 
far exceeding 100 gallons per minute. From June through September, they run all day, everyday, 
24/7. We must be very fortunate indeed to have aquifers that can withstand such a disproportion- 
ate draw from the community’s water source. An element essential to the habitability of a 
community is being not-so-slowly wicked into a commodity riddled with suffering at every step, all 
for the benefit of a select few dairy operators. 


a What will happen when these wells 
are too polluted to drink from 
(some may be already)? Will our 
TE attempts at developing veganic 

kj agriculture here be brought to an 
abrupt halt if/when the aquifers 
are drained dry by the greed so 
readily observable in the dairy 
process? As I write this closing 
thought, another double-tanker 
rolls by with that damnable cow 
logo. In terms of our community 
and these pitiable cows, the 
tankers may as well be filled with 
blood, since what they’re really 
trucking away is life.” 





For more information: 


Tony’s Trailers ~ tonystrailers.com 

Centre for Appropriate Transportation ~ www.catoregon.org 

Cowichan Recyclists ~ www.cowichanrecyclists.com 

Cowichan Green Community ~ www.cowichangreencommunity.org 

U-Fix it BikeWorks and Youth Art Studio ~ www.facebook.com/groups/283 10519775/?fref=ts 
Canada Mental Health Association ~ covvichanvalley.cmha.bc.ca 

Veganiculture ~ veganiculture.blogspot.ca 


Cover photos show one of Tony’s many equipment sheds, and one of his trailers in action with a Cowichan 
Recyclists employee making the rounds in Duncan. Photos on page 2 show the outside of Bikeworks, and a 
young enthusiast inside showing off a bike powered blender he’d recently repaired. Bottom photo is Tony in 
one of his equipment rooms. On this page a painting of one of Tony’s Trailers, at bottom, a wagon of apples 
produced with no need for genetically engineered seeds, artificial fertilizers, or animal agriculture. 


Janine Bandcroft is the founder and co-ordinator of the Victoria Street Newz, vegan for 13 years and loving it. 
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Happy Biker Song 


by Jim Erkiletian 


Pm a happy biker I got bug stains on my teeth 

MI 1 feel the grooves of pedals digging in my sandaled feet 

| Ilove the wind that blows my hair and squints my eyes with tears 
I only wish they’d learn to build a prostate friendly seat.... 


When I’m out there biking, I’m free as I can be 

Don’t need no steekin’ license to go from A to B 

And if I should be so stupid as to drink and drive my bike 
Likely the only one gets hurt is going to be me ... 


| When I get in trouble, out there on the road 

=| I can just pick up my bike and carry it on home 

I never will run out of gas, unless I don’t get fed 

Nor worry about those left behind should I decide to roam ... 


Iam a happy biker, well callused on my butt 

Pumped up when I’m pumping and flattened on my gut 

Pll keep right on a biking until I’m old and grey 

So keep your cars and bars and wars, I’m a two-wheel nut ... 


We Gamble 


by Stefano Leonardi 


The bookmaker 
on the corner is a 
familiar sight in 
most cities 
worldwide but 
the apparent 
Chinese 
obsession with 
gambling, I say 
apparent 
obsession, takes 
having a bet to a 
new level. 


Walking through 
the streets as the 
working day 
ends, Chinese chess boards will be set up on crates down alleyways and under 
walkways and the game strategies begin. The pieces are set giving the initial advantage 
to any passing punter looking on who wants to sit, play and bet; crowds gather and 
before you know it the betting is not only on the game, but who will win the game. 





In workplaces and backrooms mahjong boards are set up and the rattling of tiles can 
sometimes be heard till exhaustion takes hold the following morning. When the horse 
racing season begins outside the bookies the streets are strewn with people studying 
the racing form, discussing bets, chain smoking, looking through windows watching 
the races on the screens. 





Social gaming/gambling has always been the norm amongst Chinese of all age 
groups, in general it’s used as a means of relaxation and sociability after the working 
day. What are the stakes in these games? Like everything else in life, they vary. 


Stefano Leonardi (www.stefanoleonardiphotography.com) is a freelance photographer from Glasgow, 
currently working between UK and Hong Kong on self-initiated and commissioned projects. 
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Yes, Obama’s kill list is readying an expansion to include some 
sections of Syria. A surgical strike(s) is what Obama is calling 
for. Not to replace Assad, he claims. That’s because the White 
House and Israel both fear the Muslim Brotherhood with their Al 
Qaeda connections more than they do Assad. So why is the US, 
Britain and Israel supporting the Syrian rebels at all? Especially considering that according 
to some reports, the Syrian rebels now consist mostly of foreign fighters who are radical 
Islamists of one kind or another. 


It’s all because the developed countries need energy. Lots of it. And certainly England 
knows the value of the fruits of invading energy rich countries as well as the US. But Syria 
isn’t an energy rich country, you say? True enough. However, the goal for the US and 
Britain along with multinational banks and corporations has always been to use Syria as the 
means to bring Iran to heel. Iran is energy rich. Syria is the gateway to Iran’s oil and gas. 
There is a lot of frustrated greed out there for the last of the earth’s easy energy and this has 
reached new highs among the energy slurping nations when they learned of the new pipe 
line gearing up to start in Iran’s South Pars gas field. 


From The Vietnamese newspaper Thanh Nien News (8/10/13) we learn that the new 10 
billion ($US) pipeline will run from Iran through Iraq and Syria. The article’s author (Pepe 
Escobar) tells us: “...this prospective (pipeline) is one of the fundamental reasons for the 
proxy war in Syria. Against the interests of Washington, for whom integrating Iran is anath- 
ema, the pipeline bypasses two crucial foreign actors in Syria.. prime “rebel” weaponizer 
Qatar (as a gas producer) and logistical “rebel” supporter Turkey...” 


Again, for the Western powers, particularly the US and England, it’s all about confiscating 
easy energy resources. And the “shock and awe” of pillaging these foreign countries is also 
really good for US military weapons manufacturers along with replenishing US bases, and 


Has the Bombing Begun? 
a song by David Rovics 


The president's speaking, fifty years to the day 

If the great man were here now, what would he say 

With all the people in prison, and all the kids in the street 
With the Navy sending in the Fifth Fleet 

The president's speaking, oh how things change 


the attack came from the Syrian government. 


perialist invasion newz 
Obamas Kill List Grows 


Undaunted by the lack of evidence, US Secretary of State John 
Kerry has nevertheless declared that the US and its NATO allies 


archives & more at relativenewz.ca 
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halfheartedly rebuilding bombed out cities. Lots of money to 
be made there, like in Libya and Iraq. Only there may be 
more snags in shocking and awing Syria than Obama (nee 
Bush) and David Cameron may have anticipated. 


by Betty Krawczyk 


For one thing, in an all-out attack on Syria the US would have 
to ratchet up the printing presses and try to sell inflated bonds to China. China has been 
very quiet through this entire Syrian crisis. Hardly saying anything, just a few words here 
and there in the China Daily newspaper. But then maybe China doesn’t need to say much. 
Why should she? She holds most of the cards. No UN resolution is going anywhere without 
her approval and if China refuses to buy bonds to furnish funds for a US invasion of Syria, 
well, where would the US look? So the very most that Obama could possibly pull off at this 
time would be what he is now proposing...that is, some kind of a surgical strike. Just 
enough to punish Assad for what Obama claims is proof that it was the Syrian government 
who launched the gas attack. However, as yet Obama hasn’t produced any proof. 


The Obama administration and Britain’s conservative government are both claiming that it 
is enough that they are convinced that it was the Syrian government 
who made the gas attack and they don’t have to show any proof. And 
Obama seems determined. Assad must be punished. Obama wants to 
expand his kill list to include hundreds, even thousands of innocent 
Syrian people. Something has to be done, Obama says, to punish 
Assad. It’s as if they are saying they can’t think of any other 
punishment, so it’s time to go kill some more Syrian civilians. But 
there may be lots of trouble with this. 

Betty Shiver Krawczyk is a Louisiana born, BC based environmental 
activist, eco-feminist writer, great-grandmother, author and former political 
candidate. Bettysearlyedition blogspot.com. 





Statement from the Canadian Peace Alliance (CPA) 


Once again, a report about the use of Weapons of Mass Destruction 
is being used to justify an intervention. We are always opposed to 
the use of any weapons on civilians, but as was the case with the 
last reports of an alleged attack, there is no conclusive proof that 


“human security” (Iraq 1991), “Humanitarian intervention” 
(Kosovo, 1999), “Responsibility to Protect” (Haiti, 2004, Libya, 
2011) or “will to intervene” (Mali, 2013) 


AWARE THAT in May 2013 UN human rights investigators have 
gathered testimony from casualties of Syria’s civil war and medical 
staff indicating that rebel forces have used the nerve agent sarin 


AWARE THAT the US has ratified the UN Chemical Conventions 


will strike Syria. Any intervention by a new “coalition of the 


Now it's Syria, not Vietnam, in the firing range willing” will be against international law and must be opposed. 
Every hour or so | look at my phone 


To see if we've sent in the cruise missiles and drones 


Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird has said that Canada 
will be in “lock-step” with its NATO allies. Canadian officials are 
currently meeting with counterparts from France, the UK and the 


Has the bombing begun, have we failed again US to devise strategies for an intervention. 


To stop the war machine from killing more innocent children Regardless of what one thinks of either the Syrian government or the 


F roa i ition fi k fi t i that: 
The president's speaking, in the August sunshine Fr i mae gegen zag nie 


Turn on the TV you won't find a sign 

That there's something slightly ironic that it should be now 
That we're waiting to find out precisely how 

The buildings will fall and the people will die 

The fathers will hold their lifeless children and cry 

How could they do this, did they accomplish their task 

So, at the top of each hour | ask 


NATO and its allies have and will continue to lie about the use of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction to justify “humanitarian” intervention. 


NATO-led attacks, justified as a “responsibility to protect” (R2P) 
civilians, have resulted in tens of thousands of civilian deaths. The 
death toll from military attacks in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya can 
be counted in the hundreds of thousands. 


The geopolitical calculations of the NATO powers, and not the 
interests of ordinary people, are always the main considerations for 
any intervention. 

Has the bombing begun, have we failed again 


J Ps : i During the Vietnam War, US officials described a situation where it 
To stop the war machine from killing more innocent children 


became necessary to “destroy the village in order to save it.” As with 
all the recent evocations of R2P, it appears that the goal of NATO is 
to murder civilians in order to save them. We must, therefore, stand 
in opposition to the actions of the aggressor states in NATO and call 
on the government of Canada to keep its hands off Syria. 


CPA Call for action 


Many CPA member groups, as well as coalitions in other countries 
including the US, have devised emergency response plans in the 
event of an attack on Syria. The CPA calls upon peace and 
social justice groups to devise such plans, whether or not an 
attack immediately involves Canada, and to continue to 
pressure the Government of Canada and NATO to keep their Fj 
hands off Syria. 


See the refugees streaming, even more than last week 
Kids too traumatized even to speak 

Hoping to find somewhere, maybe a tent 

Wondering where their hopes and dreams all went 
There’s a demo this evening, as the missiles rain down 
| and some others will head into the center of town 
Bear witness again to unspeakable crime 

And ask the terrible question one more time 


Has the bombing begun, have we failed again 
To stop the war 
machine from killing 
more innocent children 


David Rovics is 

a Portland based 
musician,he’ll be in 
Victoria December 
13th. Stay tuned 
for details, and 
visit his website 

at DavidRovics. 
com, and check 
DemocracyNow.org 
for comprehensive 
news and analysis. 





Please e-mail or call your Member of Parliament and demand 
that they oppose an attack on Syria. A full list of MP contact 
information can be found at http://tinyurl.com/n93q8h2. 


In Victoria 


This petition, prepared by Joan Russow, provides further 
background to share with our MPs: 


COGNIZANT THAT resorting to military intervention, the 
US and its allies will be in violation of the fundamental 
purpose of the United Nations - to prevent the scourge of war 


CONCERNED ABOUT the years of using various 
ill-conceived guises for justifying military intervention: 


but has not yet completely eliminated chemical weapons, Israel has 
signed but not ratified the UN Chemical Weapons Convention, and 
Syria will only ratify the chemical weapons Convention if Israel 
renounces nuclear arms 


AWARE ALSO THAT Canada, Israel and US have refused to 
adopt the Declaration on a Nuclear Arms Free Middle East 


NOTING THAT 188 states have ratified the Chemical Weapons 
Convention, the provisions in the Convention have become 
international peremptory norms 


DEEPLY CONCERNED that the US and its allies are attempting 
to secure support, through Chapter VII of the Charter of the United 
Nations, for an intervention into Syria, rather than invoking chapter 
VI- the peaceful resolution of disputes 


Given the social, environmental, health, human rights, economic 
consequences of war, under no conditions or circumstance is war 
legal or just. 


We oppose military intervention in Syria and call for: 


Invoking Chapter VI - the peaceful resolution of disputes- of the 
Charter of the United Nations, and 


Respecting the International rule of law including a referral to the 
International Court of Justice, as per the Chemical Weapons 
Convention 


Increased humanitarian aid to countries aiding Syrian refugees 


Add your name and send to your MP; for more information contact 
the Victoria Peace Coalition: victoriapeacecoalition.wordpress.com. 
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Dolphin Drive in Taiji: Juvenile Killed Sacred Headwater Struggle Heats Up 


By Tim Burns for Save Japan Dolphins by Don Startin 


During the summer Fortune Minerals have been doing preparatory work at their Arctos 
Anthracite Project exploratory camp in the geographic center of The Sacred Headwaters. 
The way the mining laws of BC work they are under the impression that they have a right 
to be there. 


On Friday morning, we were up at 4:00 AM. Eleven Earth Island Cove Monitors, which 
included Ric O’Barry and several new Monitors who are training to come back to Taiji later in 
the season, headed into Taiji. We all stay in the nearby town of Kii-Katsurra, which has 


restaurants and more secure hotels than Taiji. i . . I, . , 
The camp is supplied by air to a minesite airstrip and in their vvork they buzzed around 


the area by helicopter, thus driving away the game on which the Tahltan depend as 
hunting season approaches. The site for their proposed tailings dump just happens to be 


In fact, at this time of year, Taiji is virtually a ghost town. It closes down, when it could be a 
vibrant tourist center with plenty of activity. At least, that is our hope, if we can shut down the 


dolphin hunts and promote Taiji as a center for eco-tourism. the site of the Tahltan traditional fall hunting camp. Also there is a grave danger that 
Most of our conversations this morning revolved around the hunters not finding dolphins selenium and arsenic from the proposed open pit mine could pollute the spawning 
today. But by 8 AM the undeniable lines of boats on the horizon marked another dolphin grounds of the Nass, Stikine, and Skeena Rivers. The effect of groundwater disruption 
drive. from a vast open pit mine in this supersensitive area is not well understood. Wildlife 


This one was different. There were three different formations on the horizon, all headed for habitat will simply be trashed should the mine go ahead. 


the notorious Cove. After several hours, one small pod of 15 or so pilot whales ended up 
outwitting the Japanese banger boats and made it back out to sea. 


View from the top of Mt. Klappan 


As they steamed out to help the other boats, a pod of bottlenose dolphins became their next 
prey. Bottlenose are particularly important to the fishermen for the captive trade — they are the 
same species as “Flipper” and so are highly prized by dolphinariums. 


The dolphin hunters ended up driving the pod into the mouth of Taiji Harbor. Three boats kept 
the pod pinned against the rocks for the next four and a half hours, as the other two formations 
went back and forth out at sea. Those pods were spotted several times fleeing for the open 
ocean, but the banger boats always managed to get them headed back in the direction of the 
Cove. 


Priti qs Poks 
Fortune Nënasmës Camp 


Eventually all pods were herded together and were driven into the Cove. In years past, in our 
experience, the dolphin hunters would have given in long before this. It can only be 
concluded that they have several orders for captive bottlenose dolphins that need to get filled. 





Taiji is a hub for the international blood dolphin$ trade. China and Japanese marine parks are 


: : a The land involved is unceded Tahltan territory, and on one previous occasion they have 
some of the largest consumers of live dolphins from Taiji. 


told Fortune that they are not welcome, that they are trespassing, and that the Tahltan 
Ric explained today that many of these animals are so stressed from the 6-7 hour chase and the | don’t want an anthracite mine. Fortune were told to get out of the area in the clearest and 
realization that they have been separated from their own family pod and joined with two other | bluntest terms, but they have persisted in their explorations, and submitted a proposal to 


pods, that it may be several weeks before they will eat. You have to wonder how many of The BC Environmental Assessment Office. 

them can make it through the stress and no food for that length of time. Any dead dolphins in (late August the Tahltan established a protest base, called Beauty Camp, not far from 
Taiji, of course, wind up on supermarket shelves. Fortune’s camp. From here they sent deputations to the Fortune camp demanding that 
Then, on Saturday, these individuals were separated from the remaining members of the pod they cease and desist their exploration and vacate the area. The Times Colonist reported 
to be tamed and eventually shipped around the world for our amusement. They face a this as a blockade, but this is inaccurate. The area can be reached by the 4WD trail the 
shortened life of medicated, dead food for doing stupid tricks. Tahltan cobbled up to reach their hunting camp. Fortune are bringing in their supplies by 


air. During the evening and at night the folks at Beauty Camp drummed and make noise 
around Fortune’s camp to disrupt their off time and to let them know they should go 
The dolphin hunters took 11-13 dolphins captive. One juvenile dolphin left for the harbor home. However, at that time it was not a blockade. 


pens, but came back under the tarps. A few minutes later, a larger dolphin came out headed to | The yellow Legs aka the RCMP sent six members up to the area to keep an eye on things 
the pens, but no juvenile. We stationed someone quickly at the Fishermen’s Union in Taiji and Robin Goad, the president of Fortune Minerals, flew into their camp to meet with 
harbor, where the slaughterhouse processes the meat, and sure enough they came over about Anita McPhee, President of the Tahltan Central Council. It is noteworthy that the Yellow 
an hour later and unloaded the poor dead juvenile dolphin for processing. We have been told Legs can muster six mounties for this job, but can’t even station one to provide security 
by our contacts in Taiji that dolphins that die cannot be sold for human food, so likely this in the Iskut Deas Lake area, despite repeated requests. 

dolphin will wind up as pet food or fertilizer. 


Bottlenose dolphins in the Cove. Photo by Tim Burns. 


a : ; . : . On Saturday Aug 31st The Friends of the Stikine and The Skeena Watershed Conserva- 
The remaining dolphins were pushed back to sea. Ric points out there is no telling how many | tion Coalition staged a rally at the Legislature to bring attention to this situation. 


dolphins died of stress or will die of stress due to the six-plus hours of driving the dolphins Recorded messages from The Tahltan elders of the Klabona Keepers brought tears to the 
into the Cove. eyes of those in attendance. 

I have taken the pledge to not buy a ticket [to a dolphin show] and hope you, too, will take the | At noon on the day before deadline Anita McPhee phoned me, in a great rush to let Street 
pledge with Ric O' Barry and the Dolphin Project to not buy a ticket. Newz know she was on her way into a meeting with the provincial government and that 
This article was originally published at Save Japan Dolphins (a project of the Earth Island Institute) - the protesters at Beauty Camp have now imposed a full blockade on the Fortune camp, 


savejapandolphins .org/blog. Photo from Suzette Ackermann. even though fortune has agreed to ground their helicopters. With so much going on, and 
being so far away it’s hard to give precision reporting. Readers can monitor the situation 


at SkeenaWatershed.com or WildCoast.ca. 












Hardy souls wishing to head for Beauty Camp should contact the forest Action 
Committee to see if the camp is still going. Up there the snow flies early in October so 
take your Arctic double sleeping bag, insulated pants and parka, fur hat, warm mitts and 
underwear to match. The Klabona weather can be horrific in winter! 

Don Startin is an activist and gardener who enjoys a life of simplicity with his wife in Victoria, B.C. 
Photo: Tahltan Pat Edzerza asking Fortune Minerals to leave their traditional territory. 





Victoria Street Nevvz 





October 2013, Volume 10 #7 


Vancouver: Abolishing Homelessness, 
or Abolishing the Homeless? 


an update from the Carnegie Community Action Project 


Residents in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside (DTES) ask 
whether development plans outlined 
in city’s “Emerging Directions” will 
“abolish homelessness or abolish 
the homeless.” 


The Carnegie Community Action 
Project (CCAP) released two new 
reports on the DTES low-income 
community’s views on “Emerging 
Directions.” The reports 
summarize proceedings from two 
Town Hall meetings and a 
community survey held by and for 
low-income residents in the 
neighbourhood during the city’s 
public consultation period, which 
ran through August. 


“We held our own Town Hall 
meetings because we didn’t feel 
that the city’s ‘Open Houses’ were a 
format for low-income DTES 
residents to work through the 
planning document together in an 
accessible way,” said the Town Hall 
Meeting’s co-facilitator Tracey 
Morrison. “We also felt that the nine page 
feedback document and online survey that 
the city produced were impossible to make 
sense of. We wanted people in our 
community to be able to voice their 
opinions, so we created a simplified 
feedback form ourselves.” 


At the Town Hall meetings, the Housing 
section of “Emerging Directions” was met 
with sharp criticism. One resident stated 
that “[Mayor] Gregor [Robertson] said that 
he would abolish homelessness. It looks 
like he probably meant he would abolish 
the homeless.” 


“People at the Town Hall meetings felt that 
the plan would do nothing to stop 
gentrification and the displacement of 
low-income residents from the DTES,” 
explained Town Hall Meetings co-facilita- 
tor Karen Ward. “There is no concrete plan 
to replace SROs with self-contained social 
housing, or to house the homeless within a 
reasonable time frame. There are no 
measures to stop retail gentrification. This 
plan is a step backwards.” 


The results of the simplified feedback forms 
show that low-income DTES residents are 
looking to the plan to set out specific 
policies to stop gentrification and reverse 
the loss of homes and shops for low-income 
residents while creating social housing 
available to people living on welfare and 
basic pensions. “There is an urgency here 
that isn’t being acknowledged,” wrote one 
anonymous respondent. “Housing for the 
homeless and replacement of SRO dungeons 
should be the number one priority.” 


Although many residents were satisfied 
with the requirement for 60% social 
housing and 40% market rentals in the 
Oppenheimer District — which is described 
in “Emerging Directions” as a “Commu- 
nity-Based Development Zone” — the 
measure was eclipsed by a flawed 
definition of social housing. 


“The 60% social housing and 40% rental in 
the Oppenheimer District is a pretty good 
victory, but only if they have a definition of 
social housing at welfare/pension rate,” 
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said DTES resident Wendy Pedersen. 
“Otherwise, we’re up a creek without a 
paddle. And 60% social housing in the 
DEOD might not be enough to replace the 
5,000 SRO units. We want actual numbers 
- how many social housing units will be 
built per year? Otherwise we don’t feel 
comfortable with this plan.” 


Residents also called for a Social Impact 
Assessment process to give low-income 
people in the DTES oversight over 
development decisions. “Other communi- 
ties can decide whether or not they want a 
methadone clinic or half-way house, but we 
don’t have that power to decide whether we 
want a business or housing that’s good for 
our community,” said DTES resident and 
current VANDU president Dave Hamm. 


Over 70% of the 63 people who filled out a 
simplified feedback form strongly agreed 
that the “DTES Plan should set out specific 
policies to stop gentrification and reverse 
the loss of homes and shops for 
low-income residents.” 


“Our community has spoken against 
gentrification and displacement,” stated 
DTES resident Formerly Homeless Dave. 
“We’re past the saturation point for retail 
and condos. Until we have housing and 
retail for low-income people, the DTES is 
not open for business.” 


The Terms of Reference of the Local Area 
Planning Process state that the goal is to 
ensure that the future of the DTES 
improves the lives of those who currently 
live in the area, particularly low-income 
and vulnerable residents. 

For more information and to arrange interviews 


with Local Area Planning Process low-income 
committee caucus members: 


Tamara Herman, Researcher/Organizer, 
Carnegie Community Action Project: 
tamaraccap@ gmail.com or 604-880-7860 


CCAP Town Hall Meeting Report: http:// 
ccapvancouver,files wordpress com/2013/08/ccap- 
emerging-directions-tovn-hall-report-08. 02. 131. pdf 
CCAP “Emerging Directions” Survey Results: 
http://ccapvancouver files vordpress.comi20131081 
dtes-emerging-directions-survey-results2 pdf 
vyvyvy.ccapvancouver vordpress.com 

facebook. comlcarnegiecommunityactionproject 
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The Occupy Movement (VV at's In A Na me? 


by Gerry Masuda 


Adbusters Magazine became 
famous for christening the 
emerging mass movement 
OCCUPY WALL STREET. 
Occupy Wall Street had a big 
impact and the Occupy 
Movement (OM) continued 
across the country as it identifies 
and publicizes issues which 
needed to be exposed. However, 
the Occupy Movement (OM) is 
fading into history although it is 
still alive and kicking asses. 


The OM’s greatest contribution 
was popularizing the concept of 
the 1%ers and 99%ers relating to 
the growing wealth gap between 
the 1%ers and We the 99%ers. I 
suggest that the OM rejuvenate 
itself by refocusing its direction. 
I suggest the refocusing could be 
on the potential political power 
of the 99%ers. 


In a democracy where each 
citizen has a vote, We the 
99%ers logically should be 
forming our own political party 
and gradually taking over 
governance as we unite 
ourselves into a political force. 


One way to refocus and 
consolidate the Movement is to 
start defining what We the 
99%ers want from governments. 
This can be achieved in a 
multitude of small groups 
developing ideas till a consensus 
develops and Two Lists can be 
compiled. These could be 
“What We Want List” and 
“What We Don’t Want List.” 
These Two Lists could be used 
at the municipal, regional, 
provincial, and federal elections. 
These Two Lists could become 
the election platform of the 
People’s Party and would help 
to focus attention on what We 
the 99%ers want from each 
level of government. 


As the political power of the 
99%ers develops more and 
more will rally to this 
Movement which clarifies our 
political interests. Growth in the 
political power of We the 
99%ers will be quick. Thus the 
thinkers among us had better 
start preparing the structure and 
procedures required in the new 
People’s Party. 


Once an election is won and a 
People’s Government is formed 
based on the Two Lists, the Two 
Lists can be used to impose 
effective accountability on our 
party leader and our elected rep- 
resentatives - something which 
has not been achievable before. 


It is now just a question of time 
before We the 99%ers, We the 
People, form our own 
government. However, we 
must be vigilant because the 
1%ers and their money will be 
used to sow disagreement and 
dissension among us - the 
classic divide to continue 
ruling. 


by cyann ray 
Would a rose smell as sweet if it were given a different 
name? Yes, it would. Words are merely symbols that we 
bestow with meaning. As a writer, I view words as magical. 
Like clumps of clay able to be molded into any shape. Like 
tools that can fix or destroy. Like music that can move or 
inspire. There are no inherent meanings in any word, yet 
they allow us to create meaning in everything. They allow 
us to reach out and share stories that others can understand. 
They are more powerful than the sword. 


There is a product on the market that I find most offensive 
and stands as an example of how words can hide ugly 
truths. The Laughing Cow is some dairy business that 
suggests cows are delighted to be providing us all with 
cheese. Nothing could be further from the truth. Hey I love 
cheese. It is the only dairy product I have yet to give up, but 
I consume it rarely and in moderation. The dairy industry 
contributes greatly to the torture of cows. Think about it. 
Why do female mammals lactate? To feed their young. In 
order to provide enough dairy products for humans, cows 
are artificially inseminated and made pregnant over and 
over and over again. Meanwhile, the poor offspring of these 
cows are privy to their mom’s precious milk and maternal 
love for just a day or two before being hauled away for veal 
(for the boys) or a sad life of milk production (for the girls). 


I’m not actually writing a piece on cows or animal cruelty. 
My focus is the power of words, and what exactly lies 
behind a name. There is nothing funny about the Laughing 
Cow, but see how powerful words can be? 


When I was a child, my Dad often told me the story of how 
being literate kept him from being deployed overseas to 
fight in the war. The year was 1943 ... he was 18 and one of 
the few men (boys!) who had completed grade 13. Dad 
could read and write which made him far more useful here 
in an office than over there in a field of dirt and death. 


I likely held onto this tale as I have always respected the 
ability to read and write. And as my last article (Beyond 
Borders) for Victoria Street Newz stated, I was never much 
of a reader but I love to write and have been doing so from 
the moment I learned how. Before this paper came along I 
wrote letters. Many hundreds of words in length to friends 
and family back east. And many to local papers complain- 
ing about something I had read. Writers receive tremendous 
satisfaction being heard (read). But we know we are 
manipulators of thought, of opinion. As I said there is no 
inherent meaning in any word. We create meaning. 


So what exactly is in a name? Whatever we place into it. 


Glenn William Raycroft was born in Cardinal Ontario on 
May 5th, 1925. He grew up rurally along the banks of the 
St. Lawrence River, in Prescott, Ontario. His dad died when 
he was only 12 and his stay-at-home mom struggled to raise 
4 kids. She did an amazing job. Glenn and his siblings 
worked the summers on (yes!) the dairy farm of my great 
aunt and uncles. Glenn stayed out of the war by mastering a 
pen rather than a sword. As a reward for his service, the 
Canadian government paid for his university education. He 
graduated from University of Toronto in 1953 with an Civil 
Engineering degree. He worked for the Dept. of Highways 
in Ontario for 35 years, beginning with road and bridge 
building and ending at a desk. He became a great weekend 
dad after a divorce in the late 60s. He managed to outlive 
both his wives. Glenn lived with Alzheimers for about 9 
years, a condition that strips away life one word at a time. 


In spring ‘08 I wrote a two-part piece about showing 
gratitude. Apparently it’s one of the keys to happiness 
which I feel we could all benefit from. It is because of my 
dad that I write and take pictures. These two skills/hobbies, 
whatever you wish to call them, sustain me. 


In the end, we all become dust. What lives on are the 
pictures we took (or are in), and the words we wrote down 
and shared. And of course the love we lived. When asked if 
we wanted to place an obituary in the paper, we declined. 
Nobody in Victoria knew Dad except us 3 daughters. 


What’s in a name? Well, in the name Glenn William 
Raycroft lies a terrific dad who hung on till after his #1 
granddaughter got married and he got to have a good visit 
with her. And he hung on until my sisters and I could be by 
his bedside for his last breath. 


Victoria Street Nevvz 
October 2013, Volume 10 #7 


“Why is being 
on the Pandora Green 
so significant?” 


by Kym Hothead 


That was a question from a Pandora Good Neighbour 
Agreement (GNA) member. They responded to our 
Committee To End Homelessness Victoria (CTEHV) 
invitation to our second Gathering on the Green and Speakers 
Corner Booth Sept 7th. 


The CTEHV was moved to gather the community together three 
years ago after homeless campers, who had created their own 
tent city near services, were forced from Pandora Green by the 
Pandora Good Neighbour Agreement movement. Many 
experienced this as an attack by small special interest groups led 
by fear and judgment. The police, by-law officers, corporate and 
state media, City of Victoria, Vancouver Island Health Authority 
(VIHA) were quick to judge citizens who criticized the attack. 
Why? Besides the obvious stigma that goes with this capitalist 
colonial systemic abuse of power, our local homeless family, due 
to Government negligence and near supportive services like Our 
Place and VIHA, had lost their self-created home on the green 
space where Victorians have felt safe for years. 






Folks on the Pandora GNA are not listening. They possibly have 
had a narrow life experience based upon judgments taught in this 
very system folks are trying to make healthier. Remember, the 
homeless themselves set up tents. The police immediately seized 
them. Why? “An eyesore.” So they complained, yet they did 
not fight for another camp space or permanent homes. 


Pandora Green has been used by generations of Victorians and 
visitors as a place to hang out, think, ponder life, and maybe have 
that first kiss in the trees. To sit and meditate upon life’s 
conundrums, it is and has been a park designation and, this City of 
Victoria under Mayor elect Dean Fortin, removed the designation 
of Park on Pandora Street between Vancouver and Quadra, in 
order to remove campers and what they perceived as an eye sore. 


Many like myself would have continued to actually take care 
of them, helping them to get healthy, get permanently housed 
and listen to the reasons they were there from their own 
mouths. If they were really concerned about safety, the city 
could have put in a speed bump and lowered the speed limit. 
Instead they allow the poor bashing and poverty pimping and 
in the end never actually change policy or create enough 
homes for the poor or build a safe consumption site. The City 
of Victoria got rid of the only needle exchange while VIHA 
wavers and people die. 


As many Victorians know, the CTEHV and VIPIRG 
(Vancouver Island Public Interest Research Group) had gone 
to our homeless family and asked them, in different ways, why 
they were on the green and did they know about the GNA. 
Many did not know in 2013 what the GNA was. They were 
never asked as a diverse group but asked here and there as 
smaller groups within front line organizations. We know we 
still have over 300 homeless whom Reverend Al alone has the 
most daily contact with. 


Back in 2010, at a time when unity was needed, we as a 
homeless involved family and greater community were 
systemically attacked and for reasons one cannot express, 
Reverend Al was moved to leave Our Place. Systemic 
oppression and tokenism still exist. Some individuals narrowly 
represented the tent city in a negative light based upon personal 
conflicts and differences within street families. If we are not 
present to represent ourselves when we are able to be, our voice 
is not there. Not cool. If asked, many more homeless-involved 
and/or housed drug users would have showed up on neutral 
ground like the green itself. We did for the VIPIRG call out! 


Three years ago myself and another CTEHV member went 
door to door with posters, leafleted and put ads in newspapers 
as well as go on mainstream radio inviting all to the gathering. 


I personally had a meeting with the Conservatory of Music 
director. We spoke at length about how the front of the 
conservatory with the gravel was an eye sore. As it turns out, 
bushes were removed as homeless were relieving themselves 
hidden within them. The City of Victoria was asked by 
individuals and businesses in that area to build bathrooms. So, 


they built a great bathroom down by the waterfront. Kind of 
weird don’t you think? The Conservatory of Music was on 
the GNA and invited me to attend on behalf of the CTEHV. 
I took this to our meeting and myself, Diana Smarden and 
Susan Abells went to a meeting. After raising our hands a 
few times to get on the speakers list and not get acknowl- 
edged, I asked a city councilor sitting beside me “who was 
chairing?” She pointed to a Dr. Matthews and stated, “Dr. 
Matthews is the co chair and, he does not always 
acknowledge everyone.” Really, I thought to myself? That 
is not very nice, not very democratic. Diana Smarden and 
Susan Abells got the chair’s attention and I/we were able to 
share and pass information and an invitation to our 
Gathering on the Green. 


After the meeting I was immediately bombarded with a 
police officer Duecke who felt it necessary to get together 
with me that afternoon and discuss our permit. I let him 
know I was extremely busy with appointments and we 
happened to have a permit (not that we needed one or ever 
got one in the past, since it’s Canadian citizens’ RIGHT to 
do this without a permit). 


After all is said and done, the gravel is still there in front of 
the conservatory and we still have no outhouses. 


Colonial rule number one: showing a good front. Look 
good even if you’re not. Many homeless will tell you this 
system has failed. This system is only for able-bodied 
workers or the rich or those who think they’re rich. If you 
are unable to work and have no money, this system we give 
our very lives to would prefer we were enslaved. 


It is people who bring care to this world and each other, not 
this system! Anything good out of this system comes from 
people. All the hate and unnecessary suffering comes from 
an old outdated colonial imperialistic system that is hurting 
us all for many generations. 


Why is being “on the Pandora Green” so significant? Why 
are people fighting for green space everywhere? Why are 


folks putting their lives on the line to stop oil pipelines and Gr ure 
vee 


to stop fracking? Why are folks yelling from the rooftops 
about Fukushima? Why do we love the green so much? The 
day-to-day system we live and die for is destroying our greer 
space, many do not want to be a part of that destruction 
anymore, some never wanted it. We love, crave, need and 
want the green. We need to all just stop and take care! 


Imagine you’d rather live on the street stalked by the police and 
stigmatized. Why? It’s better than subsidizing land owners by 
having to give your welfare or disability cheque to them each 
month; watching them pay for their children’s education while 
you suffer because you cannot get your child healthy fruit and 
vegetables. They go on vacations two or three times a year and 
yet they remain stressed by this very system as their health gets 
worse and they line up for health services in a health care 
system that creates crisis for profit. We run around and collect 
bottles and cans, line up for food banks and get prescriptions 
filled that are NOT paid for and so on. We do twice as much as 
those with more privilege, for pennies, and most still do not 
show up at anti poverty gatherings! 


Many of us once worked in the system, and yet we are shit 
on now. Many work their lives and realize how this system 
does not care for them and they are miserable! Yet, instead 
of turning and fixing this problem, most pout and stay in 
the anger and regret, always asking why. Realizing one’s 
life was stolen from them is harsh. 


We all have to realize we’ve been duped by a failed 
system. We are lied to since grade one. Taught to obey 
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authority and fear it. Well, thank Life itself for the 
outlaws! Some call it “old skool,” it’s on a big comeback. 


Here is the whole letter from the Good Neighbour 
Agreement member. 


“Because I am one of the people who attends neighborhood 
meetings at Our Place, I received your invitation to join 
the Gathering on the Green. 


I am reluctant to encourage anyone to gather a group of 
people on the boulevard. Anyone who lives overlooking the 
boulevard and the busy street of Pandora, is fully aware of 
the danger involved. Just last week I was alarmed by the 
squeal of brakes as some poor motorist had to dodge a 
man who slipped out onto the street while attempting to 
navigate along the curb. He was one of a group that had 
been “on the green” for several hours and incidentally 
they left quite a mess for others to pick up. This area is a 
boulevard, not a Park where the speed limit on the 
adjacent roads is limited. 


Bringing all interested people together is admirable but 
surely there is another place to hold this “gathering.” 
Why is being “on the Pandora Green” so significant?” 


Ok then. The fact remains there are more traffic fatalities 
everywhere else. Cars kill: we need to stop all personal 
motorized vehicles within city limits of all cities and towns 
across our great country. Essential services only, let 
common sense prevail. Unless needed, police are on foot 
and bike and public transit just like the rest of us. All 
public parking within city limits will be turned into edible 
green space. We create and fight for Life or we die. 


Common sense must prevail or we destroy ourselves as 
slaves. 


Kym Hothead is a visitor on Lkwungen Territory, from Winnipeg Red 
River Cree Territory Photo of Sept 7th gathering from Bruce Dean. 
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In appreciation of 
Street Newz 


I want to congratulate 
everyone connected to Street 
Newz. 


I picked up the latest issue 
from a vendor team member 
- Craig - outside of London 
Drugs, and only this morning 
read it through. 

I particularly appreciated 
Janine Bandcroft’s “just 
another rant” I couldn’t have 
said it any better myself. 
Many of the other articles 
were very well written and 


apropos to our current reality. 


I’ve heard Kevin Neish at 
UVic earlier this summer 
(along with Jim Manley 
sponsored by CJPME), and 
his reports on Gaza travesties 
were again hard-hitting and 
true.. I will open his website 
and communicate with him 
directly. 


What you are offering folks 
here is a real alternative to 
the commercial news outlets 
in this city. For that reason 
alone I thank you and trust 
my small contributions can 
be useful. 


Take care, 
Dale Perkins 


Opinions and Observations | Homeless - A Day in the Life Of 





Hard working binners often start in the wee hours, rescuing valuable 
aluminum and glass from garbage cans, protecting the earth from 
landfill expansion, and earning a meagre amount in exchange for 
their labour. Vancouver, like Victoria did, is moving the centralized 
bottle depot out of the inner city, making it even more difficult for 
binners, many of them seniors and/or disabled, to get to the depot. 
In Vancouver, many binners are elder Chinese women. 


Check out United We Can (www.unitedwecan.ca) - “a charitable 
organization established to support environmental, social, and 
economic improvement in the inner city of Vancouver. The mandate is 
to create economic opportunities for people with multiple barriers 
living in the Downtown Eastside, through environmental initiatives.” 





Assistance is good, but let’s get 
to the Heart of the Issue 


Hello Janine 


I picked up this issue last night on 
leaving Movie Monday’s movie. I want 
to comment. 


Mark Idczak is advocating for more 
programs (government) “to help the 
disadvantaged.” While I do agree that 
poverty is and has been for some time 
(since the ‘70s) on the rise here and we 
have huge problems with social/mental/ 
financial victimization of people, the real 
solution lies not in government 
providing services but in changes to our 
system to decrease poverty (what is 
poverty? and what is perceived poverty?) 
- to look at why it is happening and 
provide the type of environment where 
people can live with work, with 
education, with proper housing, good 
affordable basic services (like water, 
food, air, transportation). 


Everything is geared right now to service 
those who “have” not for those who 
“need.” People don’t need hand-outs; 
they need a “hand up” - so they can 
make things better for themselves. And 
we also have been brainwashed into 
thinking that we need a certain lifestyle 
to be happy - several TVs per home, 
multiple computers per home, iphones, 
ipads, vehicles, credit cards, over draft 
“protection,” and every sort of food 
available year round, landfill junk from 
cheap big stores, etc etc - that does not 


by Ken Bath ~ Friday September 28/2012 JYou're on private property, time to move on. Do you have a job? 


This is the start of the annual street people dying due to lack of 


shelter season. 


Every year the death of a street person, who died from weather 


engender happiness and contentment, 
health and well-being but does produce 
rampant consumerism (or the dream of 
spending) and overspending by those 
who can. We are supported and 
encouraged to be discontent if we don’t 
“have” and to acquire debt. Our current 
“system” does not support the individual 
but does support the individual (the 
masses) getting on the treadmill to make 
sure their energy and life force goes into 
keeping the rich wealthy. 


Why should not every person in Victoria 
have access to modest (but safe and 
decent) housing? (no reason really) Why 
shouldn’t food (good, safe, nutritious 
food) be affordable to all? Why 
shouldn’t those who wish to pursue 
academic (or other) studies have access 
to education without heavy debt? The 
way our present systems of government 
serves us is by enslaving us and serving 
the wealthy who don’t concern 
themselves with promoting change for 
the betterment of everyone but only of 
their profit margins. 


Our society creates our problems and 
until we change the way our government 
“serves” us the programs to “aid” or 
“help” the disadvantaged are only 
band-aids and will engender more uses 
of whatever services are provided instead 
of real longterm societal changes. 


Gena Kirkman 


By Mark ldczak 


You don’t fit in society’s groove. Loser! Reject! Crackhead! Bum! You filthy skum parasite! 


Some of the “pleasant words” that are called. Doesn’t anyone understand me in this so-called free land? I’m not 


any of these titles, or am I? 


related conditions, sparks the same old debate. Yet nothing changes. | When you’re down and out and homeless, you are the dumping grounds of society. 


The common statement always seems to be that we need more beds |Because I look poor most people, along with the superficial party crowd, jeer me and laugh. The quasi-macho punks 


from 9:00 pm to 6:00 am during the cold season. Wrong. We need 
shelters open 24 hours a day everyday of the year. 


I was homeless for a 3 month period during a summer some years 
ago. I had few weather issues so I was lucky. Life on the street is 
hard and it wears you down. It’s hard to end your day if you’ve go 
place to go. Life on the street is 24 hours, no matter what time of 


year it is. 


We need full time shelters for the street people who are sick, tired 
during the day, or just want a break from the insanity of street life. 
When I was sick and homeless there was nowhere I could go sleep 
during the day. That is why I get chocked when I hear a spokesper- 
son say we need more beds at night during cold seasons. There are 
8760 hours in a year. A shelter open 9:00 pm to 6:00 am provides 
shelter for 3285 hours if open all year. That leaves 5475 hours or 
228 days without adequate shelter. 228 twenty-four hour days on the 
street can kill you anytime of the year. 


One sad fact is that we can’t prevent street deaths from happening. 
The hard reality of this is that some of the ones that die, refuse for 
whatever reason to stay in shelters, and put themselves in harms 
way. They have that right. This puts society and officials in a no 
win situation. Do we take this person’s a r 
rights and freedoms away, to protect 
them from themselves? Or do we leave 


them to self govern?. 


Full time shelters will not prevent deaths 
from occurring, but they will give the 
homeless a chance. And that’s why we 
need full time, fully staffed shelters. 


Street life is a killer. 


Ken sold the Street Newz over many years at 
FortlYates St. He lost a battle with cancer in 
January, but left us with a collection of writing. 


And to roam wild by the ocean with the roar of the waves and the mirthful meadows and 
trees. City officials and police are being trained over countless meaningless meetings to deal 
with my kind. But survive or sink, I will stay afloat. Tomorrow is a mystery and will be a 


new day. 





The sweet old loving church ladies at the soup kitchen tell me I’m a child of god and he does 
not make junk. These people serve me soup and comfort my deep wounds and are the only 
family I know. I’m not really homeless as I live in my body. 


and some of the insecurity guards and cops vvith their cheap tacky perfume are seemingly plotting my doom. 
Doesn’t anyone want to help me? Is that all they do, snicker and stare, and give me a hateful 
glare? I feel like an outcast, but I’ve been given a label and a number. 








The amazing and awesome 
Street Newz Vendor Team 








Bernie 
Esquimalt 


Bernie 
Beacon Hill 





Rose 


Richard 


Douglas near Fort 


Vendors pay 50 
1 cents for each 
Street Newz. 


Whatever you 


give them is 
theirs to keep. 


Sree New? Revenue 

Paper Sales (from previous mith} 
Donations 

Subscriptions 

Gëte (ind in-kind) 

Co-ordinators Contibution 
Bread & Roses Donaton to SHZ 
Tota! Sires! Nows Revenue 
Sireet New? Expenses 
Salaries 

Paper & Printing Costs 

Postage 

Office expenses/webste 
Vendor httiier lleetings Supponi 
TË Sergei New? Exponsos 
Shnet Now? 

Bread 2 Roget Reverie 
Grant £ from Vancity (THANKS!) 


Tota! Bread & Roses Revenue 


Broad 4 Roses Expenses 
Street Newz Donation 


Ti Bread & Roses Expenses 
Broad 4 Roses 


Bread £ Roses Bank Balance 


F aso” ga" 951 


| | | 4 


Bo. 800.00 800.00 I 
0050 50000 -800.00 


Consolidated TË (SNZ* BËRI 420.00 -690.00 zool 


736.25 29625 29625 Address: I 
4699. 6543. 9726) 
65.00 65.00 65.00" City: 

5525 68.75 1850 
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Ft Phone7email: l 
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000 do 90 Victoria Street Nevvz 
l 1027 Pandora Ave, Vic BC, l 
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Y For formation about 





| | joining this team 
contact John 
at 250-886-5863 
= or visit his “office” 
Crai ig Doug Delisle Evelyn near Fort on Douglas St. 
London Drugs Fort St. Fort St.at Yates Cook St. Village 







Thank you for 
supporting 
independent 

media. May money 


from the sale of 

this newspaper be 
used for peace, 

and pass through 
healing hands. 





Trish 
Royal Oak 


Ted 


Gov't Street 
ae ee 


Vë 
ey 


Steve 


Quadra Village 


Shirley 


James Bay Thrifty’s 
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eames and PËS 


Subscription Rates (12 issues/year): | 


Electronic Regular Lowlncome USA Int'l I 
$20 $40 $20 $45 990 

Donations keep us Independent: I 

$10 $25 $50 575 $100 $200 other | 


26000 277.50, 307.50 
235.00 EL 
16500 6000 0.00 
4000 4000 40.00 | 


600.00 80000 800.00 | 


200.00 800.00 800.00 , Name: 


50000 80000 800.00 Coast Salish Territories, V8V 3P6 


or donate safely online - relativenevvz.ca 


Thanks for your supporti 
ANET ua =n =n a e u i a 


